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b June 1936

MEMORAKRDUM FOR: Director of Central Iatelligence
SUBJECT: O/NE Cemments on Present Nature of Threat
ts Seuth Vietaam

1. ¥e bave rtﬁtwﬁ our astimates bearing on the
eituntion in Victaam® In the Hght of the contributions ta
1he new Vietaam sstimate which is due to the IAC on 17
July. The portions of these estimates which relats to
Vistoinh intections and to zhai taternal sscurity situation
rarsain substantially valid, but some modifications ia parti-
cular gitustions are noted below,

2. Although the Victnamese Nationsl Army {zbout
142, 303 man) has mads gradual progress in reorganization
snd training, it stll could aot delay sn invasien of the

groatly superior Vietminh army {about 268, 089 regular

% HIE 135-36: Chinese Communist Capabilities and Probable
Courses of Action through 1769 (5 January 1556); NIE
63,1-3-55: Probabls Developments in Vietnam to July
1586 {1} Octobar 1755); and NIE £3.1-55: Probable Develop-
mants in North Vietasm {17 July 1755).
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trosps) for mors than 60 days north of the Ban Me Thuot~
;ﬁm‘?zwg arsa. {(South Central Anngm.)

3, Howaver, ws continus te believe, as stated In NIE
13-56 (Chinese Communist Capebilides and Probable Courses
of Action threugh 1960) that the Vietminh will not lavach an 7
epsn invasion of South Vietaarn, st least for tha naxt year
or 80. The Cormmuniste =ill bs restrained from overt mill-
tary action by fsar of possidle US counteraction and hy the
requiremonts of their prasent "peaceful” tactics.

&. Wae coatinue to beligve that the Vietmiah may atterspt Z

to atir up armed resistance within the Soutk, possibly
supported by the infiltration of armsed pareonnel fyom ths
North., Altbough our cstitnats of the namber of #m«é Yiet-
soish {o the South is down & bit from last year's figure of
19, 630, the Vietminh probably could develop & gusrrilla sifort,
on such & scals as to deny large areas of rural Vistnam o
Vietnsmens eﬁatzfai. Howeaver, the over-all security situa-
thon within the South ia improviag dus to the increasing
sffectivenass of Vietnam's military and sscurity forees, the

extsasion of the Clvil Guard and Salf-Defense Corps network,
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mﬁ political and economic messures of the goveramest.
FOR THE BOARD OF NATIONAL ESTIMATES:

- Assistant Director
Natioaal Esticmates

25X1A92 5 ratted: opse JIIR 6 Suoe 1956
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